
City Council 
Meeting Minutes 

Monday, May 4, 2026 
6:00 PM 

 
Present: Mayor Joe Gibbons presiding. Mayor Pro-Tem Ike Perkins, Councilmembers 

present were Jonathan Beal, Rebecca Dellinger, Ralph Prestwood, Kimmie 
Rogers, David Stevens, Crissy Thomas, City Manager Scott Hildebran, City Clerk 
Lauren Hartley and Attorney Timothy Rohr.  

City Staff: In attendance was Finance Director Donna Bean, Public Services Public Works 
Director Jon Hogan, Communication & Public Information Director Joshua 
Harris, Fire Chief Norman Staines, Police Chief Andy Wilson, Planning Director 
Hannah Williams, City Parks & Recreation Director Phil Harper, Public Services 
Public Utilities Director Jeff Church, Economic Development Main Street 
Director Brenda Floyd, and Planner Matt Duchan.  

  
  

 I. Call to Order 
 A. Mayor Gibbons said City of Lenoir’s former City Manager and Councilmember 

Lewis Price passed away on May 1, 2026. Mr. Price began his career in 
government at the age of 18 while in college, then served in the Army for 10 
years. In 1964, he was appointed as City of Lenoir City Manager and served for 
over 20 years and served 12 years on City Council. Mr. Price had a 60-year career 
in local government.  
 
Also, former Fire Chief Keith Owens passed away on April 24, 2026. Owens was 
the Gamewell Fire Chief for 31 years, the City of Lenoir Fire Chief for 20 years, 
and worked 13 years at the North Carolina Forest Service. Owens also had many 
other accomplishments throughout his career.  
 
Mayor Gibbons asked to please keep these families in your thoughts and prayers. 
 
Mayor Gibbons announced May 4 is International Firefighters Day and said we 
remember to honor the past, recognize the present, and inspire the future. The 
City of Lenoir and the City Council thank all the firefighters for what they do.  
 
The meeting was opened by a moment of silence and the pledge of allegiance as 
led by Mayor Gibbons. 

 B. On behalf of City Council, Mayor Gibbons recognized Lester Whittington, Martin 
Luther King Jr. Center Manager upon his retirement from the City of Lenoir in 
honor of his 30+ years of dedicated and outstanding service to the City Council, 
City of Lenoir and its citizens. Mr. Whittington's retirement date is effective June 
1, 2026. 
 



Mayor Gibbons said Lester Whittington has led the Martin Luther King Jr. Center 
in many ways and appreciates him and what he means to this community. Mayor 
Gibbons said he values their friendship and is proud to have served with him.  
 
Mayor Gibbons read and presented a resolution to Lester Whittington and also 
presented him with a key to the City. 
 
Lester Whittington thanked the City Manager, Mayor and Council for always 
being there for him and for all the friends that came out to support him. 
Whittington said the retirement will be bitter-sweet, but he's just a phone call 
away. 

 C. Mayor Gibbons presented a proclamation to Emily Hippensteel, Miss Carolina 
Foothills Teen 2026, proclaiming the week of May 10-16, 2026, as “Food Allergy 
Awareness Week” throughout the City of Lenoir. 
 
Emily Hippensteel, Miss Carolina Foothills Teen 2026, said over 33 million 
people have food allergies, including herself, who has five. Hippensteel said she 
makes it her goal to make sure our spaces and communities are as allergy safe as 
possible. She does this by partnering with research centers and doctors and doing 
workshops for elementary schools and girl scouts. She thanked Mayor Gibbons 
and the Lenoir Community for making this possible.  

 D. Mayor Gibbons presented a proclamation to Public Services Public Utilities 
Director Jeff Church, proclaiming the week of May 3-9, 2026, as “Celebrate 
Drinking Water Week” throughout the City of Lenoir. 
 
Public Services Public Utilities Director Jeff Church said he loves this day 
because we get to brag on the staff behind the scenes that provide the community 
with safe water. Jeff Church introduced the Public Services staff in attendance and 
shared the certifications they earned. Church said he is proud of each of them and 
each certificate gains more knowledge for them and the community. 
 
Water Treatment Superintendent Kevin Matheson thanked the City Council for 
making it possible by funding the projects and keeping the water treatment plant 
in compliance to supply the citizens with safe drinking water. Matheson said in 
2025 the Water Treatment Plant treated two and a quater billion gallons of water. 
The plant is manned 24/7, 365 days to supply our citizens. Matheson said our 
department appreciates the recognition, funding and support. 
 
Public Services Public Utilities Director Jeff Church said the City of Lenoir is a 
member of a water management group called the Catawba Wateree Water 
Management Group. On Monday, May 4, the City of Lenoir declared a Stage 2 
drought, which means mandatory restrictions. Church asked everyone to take 
these restrictions seriously. Jeff Church thanked everyone for all their work and 
his staff. 

 E. Mayor Gibbons presented a proclamation to Police Chief Andy Wilson, 



proclaiming the week of May 10-16, 2026, as “Peace Officers Memorial Week” 
throughout the City of Lenoir. 
 
Police Chief Andy Wilson thanked the Mayor and council for the recognition for 
National Police Week and Peace Officer Memorial Week. National Police week is 
recognized May 10-16 and Peace Officers Memorial Day is Friday, May 15. 
Chief Wilson said law enforcement can be one of the most rewarding careers, but 
it comes with hardships. Officers come to work and protect the ones that cannot 
protect themselves and to serve our community.  
 
Chief Wilson said Peace Officers Memorial Day is Friday, May 15, and was 
established by congress in 1962. It is dedicated to the men and women who lost 
their lives in the line of duty. The City of Lenoir has lost three officers, as far as 
records show. The Police Department honors those individuals with a plaque in 
the lobby. Wilson thanked council for their continued support. 

 F. Mayor Gibbons presented a proclamation to Public Services Public Works 
Director Jon Hogan, proclaiming the week of May 17-23, 2026, as “National 
Public Works Week” throughout the City of Lenoir. 
 
Public Services Public Works Director Jon Hogan thanked the Mayor and council 
for acknowledging Public Works. Jon Hogan said this years theme from the 
American Public Work Association is "Rooted in Service, Powered by 
Community." Public works professionals are chosen because they care about the 
future of our community. Jon Hogan introduced the staff in attendance and thier 
job duties. 

 G. Caldwell Chamber of Commerce President and CEO Bryan Moore provided an 
update. Bryan Moore thanked City Council for the continued partnership and 
stated the Chamber has been serving the community for 106 years. Moore handed 
out to council The Caldwell Chamber Vision 2026 overview, he explained their 
partnership and business starts with having a partnership with each of the 
municipalities within the county. Bryan Moore said tourism is very critical and 
values their partnership between the Chamber and the Lenoir Tourism 
Development Board. Moore thanked the city for the new wayfinding signs and 
said they have seen a 30% increase in the visitors center for the month of April.  
 
Bryan Moore said the L.A. Dysart Awards will be held on June 23 at the Cedar 
Rock Country Club to honor the newly appointed and designated 2026 winners. 
Moore also presented to council a certificate offering a token of appreciation for 
“Building a Bridge” to strengthen local businesses.  
 
Mayor Gibbons said the city is very proud of the partnership with the Chamber 
and what they are doing in our community. 

 II. Matters Scheduled for Public Hearings 
 A. A public hearing was held for R2-26, Conditional Zoning Ordinance #13 (CZ-13), 



located at 710 Blowing Rock Blvd., between Crestline Place and Ellision Place. 
Applicant Foresite Group LLC is requesting to rezone the subject property to a 
Conditional Zoning district (CZ-13) from B-6 (Transitional Business) and R-15 
(Single-Family Housing, to allow for a drive-through establishment with a 
residential buffer.  
 
Mayor Gibbons opened the public hearing and asked Planning Director Hannah 
Williams to speak about the proposed conditional zoning ordinance.  
 
Planning Director Hannah Williams said the application was submitted by 
Foresite Group LLC and Track West Developers. The property is owned by 
Steven Strange and the primary address is 710 Blowing Rock Blvd. The site has 
four structures on it today; two rental houses, one house to office conversion, and 
one deteriorated house. The parcel is mostly zoned B-6 with a strip of R-15 
towards the rear. The proposed conditional zoning would add a drive-thru as a 
permitted use and would require a 45-foot building setback from residential 
zones, and a 30-foot buffer yard with four rows of shrubs and trees.  
 
Director Williams said the site would be required to conform to the design 
standards in section 714 in the zoning ordinance. The proposed site plan shown is 
for a drive-thru coffee business. The second commercial site will be for another 
user that has not been determined at this time. There would be cross access 
required for both these sites.  
 
Planning Board recommended approval as presented and adopted the following 
consistency statement. 
 
Consistency Statement 
The proposed Conditional Zoning Ordinance is consistent with 2045 
Comprehensive Plan, because it is identified as Neighborhood Mixed Use on the 
Future Land Use Map where restaurants and light retail are appropriate land uses 
and largely permissible in B-6 zoning. The proposed development is a drive-
through that addresses neighboring residential concerns with a wide natural buffer 
and proper traffic circulation into and out of the site. It also addresses a pressing 
desire by Lenoir residents to attract new businesses to the area and intentionally 
support new commercial opportunities. Staff finds the proposed Conditional 
Zoning Ordinance to be reasonable and in the public interest as it provides 
practical development standards tailored to a complex site and fulfills goals set 
out by the 2045 Comprehensive Plan. 
 
Molly Kilpatrick with the Foresite Group LLC of 51 12th Street South 
Birmingham, AL, said she is representing Track West Development and the 
proposed Dutch Bro's coffee with drive-thru. Kilpatrick presented the updated site 
plan showing the 30-foot planted buffer in the rear. The existing trees will remain 
as much as possible along the rear. Additionally, a right and left turn lane was 
added to Crestline Place to alleviate any stacking and keep traffic flowing.  



 
Councilmember Rogers asked the maximum number of people allowed inside the 
restaurant.  
 
Molly Kilpatrick replied the building is around 1,000 square feet and is drive-thru 
only; there is no guest seating inside. Thier will be around 6-9 employees per 
shift.  
 
Councilmember Prestwood asked if the driveway at the front of the building 
would serve the undeveloped site.  
 
Molly Kilpatrick replied yes, that would be for a private access drive or service 
road to the future site.  
 
Councilmember Prestwood asked if the buffer would be planted across the two 
lots and who would make sure this is maintained. 
 
Kilpatrick replied yes, the 30-foot buffer will be on the second parcel, but it is not 
shown on the plan because we do not have a tenant at this time. 
  
Planning Director Hannah Williams replied the buffer would be a zoning 
requirement, so it would go to the Planning Department and Code Enforcement if 
not in compliance.  
 
Williams said at this time, since the second site has no development, the buffer is 
not required with the initial development. It would be required once something 
gets proposed. Since this conditional zoning, the council could add a condition 
that the buffer would need to be added all at once.  
 
Councilmember Beal said he appreciates the service access road and the plans 
look good.  
 
Mayor Gibbons asked if anyone would like to address the council concerning this 
public hearing.  
 
Mack Fulmer of 717 Seehorn Street stated his concerns about the traffic and noise 
of the business and about future zoning. 
 
Thad Mullis of 119 Ellison Place stated his concerns about traffic, accidents, 
noise, and past rezoning cases. 
 
Reva Pennel of Eastwood Park Drive SE, who owns the property on the corner of 
Crestline Place stated her concerns on accidents and the left turn on highway 321.  
 
John Mauk of 1793 Dyson Drive, Decaur GA with Track West Development Firm 
said the current zoning is business and the current setback is 10 feet. The 



development firm is trying to make as little impact on the neighbors by increasing 
it to 40 feet and providing more extensive landscaping. The proposed plan 
hopefully solves a lot of neighbor issues and concerns.  
 
Mayor Gibbons closed the public hearing. 
 
Councilmember Thomas said these decisions are not easy, Lenoir is growing and 
highway 321 has changed. This property is already zoned for commercial, a 
project could be approved without having to come before Council. Thomas said 
she does understand the concerns.  
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Ike Perkins said he understands and hears all the concerns. 
However, with any change it may create some problems, with highway 321 we 
have to adjust to what is happening.  
 
Councilmember Beal said he appreciates the right-hand exit to expand the path 
and also the service road. Currently, by right, a much larger sit-down restaurant 
could come that could possibly cause more traffic.  
 
Mayor Gibbons said when they approved the B-6 zoning for this property, the 
council tried to protect the area over the years. This project is well planned and is 
appropriate for highway 321.  
 
Planning Director Williams stated that the right turn lane on Crestline was 
proposed by the developer, but not adopted as a condition in the proposed 
ordinance.  
 
Councilmember Stevens said Council has to make some hard decisions for Lenoir 
and DOT has to make decisions regarding the highway.  
 
Upon a motion by Mayor Pro-Tem Perkins, City Council voted 7 to 0 to approve 
the rezoning request R2-26; Conditional Zoning Ordinance #13 (CZ-13) with the 
condition that an additional right turn lane be added to Crestline Place, as 
presented. 

 III. Consent Agenda Items 
Mayor Gibbons presented on the following items: 

 A. Minutes: Approval of the City Council minutes of the meeting of Tuesday, April 
21, 2026, as submitted. 

 B. Minutes: Approval of the Committee of the Whole minutes of the meeting of 
Tuesday, April 28, 2026, as submitted. 

 C. Approval: ARC Flash Assessment. Staff received Statements of Qualifications 
from firms interested in an ARC flash assessment of the City’s public utilities 
facilities. Proposals were received by twenty-five (25) firms. After staff review of 
the submissions, the highest ranking firm was McGill Associates. The project cost 



proposal from McGill Associates is $97,500. Staff recommends City Council 
approve the firm of McGill Associates to conduct ARC flash assessments at the 
City’s public utilities facilities, as submitted. 

 D. Approval; Service Line Material Field Inspections to Support the Lead and 
Copper Rule Improvements (LCRI) Service Line Inventory Development. The 
City received 100% principal forgiveness funding in the amount of $1,000,000 
through the Division of Water Infrastructure for the LCRI Service Line Inventory 
project. Staff received three formal proposals. After staff review, and a 
recommendation letter from Freese and Nichols, McKim and Creed received the 
highest ranking. Staff recommends City Council approve the firm of McKim & 
Creed to perform the service line material field inspections project, as submitted. 

 E. Acceptance Resolution; Lenoir-Valdese Interconnect Project. The City of Lenoir 
received and has accepted a direct appropriation of $17,000,000 (less loan fees) 
through the NC General Assembly to fund the undertaking of a project to 
interconnect the Lenoir and Valdese water systems. The City has applied for 
additional funding in the amount of $3,000,000 from the NC Department of 
Environmental Quality Division of Water Infrastructure. The State Water 
Infrastructure Authority has approved this additional funding amount (less loan 
fees). Staff recommends City Council approval of the Acceptance Resolution for 
the additional funding amount of $3,000,000 for the Lenoir-Valdese Water 
Interconnect Project, as submitted. 

 F. Resolution: Approval of a resolution presented to Lester Whittington in honor and 
recognition upon his 30+ years of dedicated and outstanding service to the City 
Council, City of Lenoir, and its citizens. 

 G. Proclamation: Food Allergy Awareness Week 2026: Approval of a proclamation 
proclaiming May 10-16, 2026, as “Food Allergy Awareness Week” throughout 
the City of Lenoir. 

 H. Proclamation: Celebrate Drinking Water Week: Approval of a proclamation 
proclaiming May 3–9, 2026, as “Celebrating Drinking Water Week 2026” 
throughout the City of Lenoir. 

 I. Proclamation: Peace Officers Memorial Week: Approval of a proclamation 
proclaiming May 10-16, 2026, as “Peace Officers Memorial Week” throughout 
the City of Lenoir. 

 J. Proclamation: National Public Works Week: Approval of a proclamation 
proclaiming May 17–23, 2026, as “National Public Works Week” throughout the 
City of Lenoir. 
 
Upon a motion by Councilmember Rogers, City Council voted 7 to 0 to adopt the 
above listed items (A through J) on the Consent Agenda as listed and 
recommended. 

 IV. Requests and Petitions of Citizens 
There were no requests or petitions.  



 V. Reports and Boards and Commissions 
There were no reports from Boards and Commissions. 

 VI. Reports and Recommendations of the City Manager 
 A. City Manager Scott Hildebran presented the following items of information: 
 1. The National Day of Prayer will be on Thursday, May 7, in Downtown Lenoir 

from 12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
 2. Lenoir Dog Day will be on Saturday, May 9, in Downtown Lenoir from 11:00 

a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
 3. The City/County Services Committee will meet on Monday, May 11, at noon at 

the J.E. Broyhill Civic Center. 
 4. The Planning Board will meet on Monday, May 11, at 5:30 p.m. at the 

City/Council Chambers. 
 5. The Economic Development Advisory Committee will meet on Tuesday, May 12, 

at 8:15 a.m. at the J.E. Broyhill Civic Center. 
 6. The ABC Board will meet on Thursday, May 14, at 2:00 p.m. 
 7. The Lenoir Business Advisory Board will meet on Thursday, May 14, at 6:00 

p.m. at City Hall, Third Floor. 

 VII. Reports and Recommendations of the City Attorney 
There was no report from the City Attorney. 

 VIII. Reports and Recommendations of the Mayor 
There was no report from the Mayor. 

 IX. Reports and Recommendations of Council Member 
There was no report from Councilmembers.  

 A. Closed Session: City Council will enter into closed session under N.C.G.S.§143-
318.11(a)(5) to establish, or to instruct the public body’s staff or negotiating 
agents concerning the position to be taken by or on behalf of the public body in 
negotiating the price and other material terms of a contract or proposed contract 
for the acquisition of real property by purchase, option, exchange or lease. 
 
Upon a motion by Councilmember Stevens, City Council voted 7-0 to go into 
closed session. 
 
OPEN SESSION: 
Upon a motion by Councilmember Thomas, City Council voted 7-0 to re-enter 
into regular session. 
 
Mayor Gibbons asked for a motion concerning the property acquisition discussed 
in closed session. 
 



Upon a motion by Councilmember Stevens, City Council voted 7 to 0 to acquire 
the property at 1380 Baton School Road, Granite Falls, NC 28630 for $150,000 to 
allow for the installation of a water pump station for the Lenoir/Valdese water 
interconnection, as presented. 

 X. Adjournment 
There being no further business, Mayor Gibbons adjourned the meeting at 7:50 p.m.  

  

_______________________________ 
Lauren Hartley, City Clerk 

_______________________________ 
Joseph L. Gibbons, Mayor 

 













City of Lenoir
ARC Flash Assessment at Public Utilities Facilities RFQ

Ranking Order

Vendor
Bid 

Attachment 
Submitted

Created On Ranking

McGill Associates Yes 4/9/2026 8:17 9.28
SKA Consulting Engineers, Inc. Yes 4/9/2026 10:50 8.88
McKim & Creed, Inc. Yes 4/8/2026 14:54 8.43
Apogee Consulting Group, P.A. Yes 4/9/2026 12:54 8.40
Dewberry Engineers Inc. Yes 4/8/2026 14:44 8.38
Utility Technology Engineers-Consultants PLLC Yes 4/9/2026 12:08 8.30
Sidebotham Substation Services PLLC Yes 4/9/2026 11:44 8.13
TICH2-JV LLP Yes 4/9/2026 13:48 8.10
Atkins Engineering Solutions LLC Yes 3/27/2026 13:17 8.08
CDG Engineers, Inc. Yes 4/7/2026 11:35 8.08
LND TECHNICAL SERVICES LLC Yes 3/30/2026 22:25 8.08
ArcSafe Engineering PLLC Yes 4/2/2026 15:38 8.03
Casne Engineering, Inc Yes 4/9/2026 13:17 7.98
Atom Engineering Yes 4/1/2026 12:42 7.95
Guidant Power Yes 3/25/2026 11:04 7.95
M.C. Dean, Inc. Yes 4/6/2026 12:08 7.93
The Fishel Company Yes 4/6/2026 7:39 7.90
Emtec Consulting Engineers, DPC Yes 4/9/2026 11:32 7.73
Hallam Engineering, LLP Yes 4/8/2026 9:29 7.68
Kinectrics AES Yes 4/8/2026 20:57 7.68
AMPSAFE LLC Yes 3/24/2026 18:09 7.63
KOECH Engineering LLC Yes 4/6/2026 14:07 7.55
LOTO Lighthouse Yes 3/20/2026 11:21 7.48
Micheals Electric And Design Yes 4/2/2026 10:44 3.60
The EI Group, Inc. Yes 3/26/2026 10:39 0*
Casne Engineering, Inc No 4/9/2026 9:04
Guidant Power No 3/18/2026 20:45
*exceeded allowed pages





1017 Main Campus Drive, Suite 1200  +  Raleigh, North Carolina 27606  +  919-582-5850  +  FAX  817-735-7491 

 
 
April 20, 2026 
 
 
Jeff Church 
Public Services Public Utilities Director 
City of Lenoir 
 
Dear Dr. Jeff Church, 
 
FNI recommends the City of Lenoir contract with McKim & Creed (MKC) to complete the Scope for Service 
Line Material Field Inspections to Support the Lead and Copper Rule Improvements (LCRI) Service Line 
Inventory Development. MKC’s reference (City of Durham) provided positive feedback on MKC’s 
performance and commitment to quality. MKC’s cost proposal is within the budget documented in the SL 
SRF-D-LSL-017 Funding Scope of Work (submitted to NCDEQ Nov. 2025). FNI looks forward to working 
with City of Lenoir and MKC on completing field inspections to support LCRI compliance. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Isabella Stubbs, PE 
Project Manager 
 
CC: 
Brian White, PE 
Koby Boman, PE 
Radha Jagwani, EIT 

www.freese.com 
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