
LENOIR CITY COUNCIL 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 5, 2025 

6:00 P.M. 

PRESENT:              Mayor Joe Gibbons presiding. Councilmembers present were Mayor Pro-Tem David 
Stevens, Jonathan Beal, Ike Perkins, Ralph Prestwood, Todd Perdue, Kimmie Rogers, 
Crissy Thomas, City Manager Scott Hildebran, City Clerk Lauren Hartley and City 
Attorney Timothy Rohr.  

CITY STAFF:         In attendance was Finance Director Donna Bean, Fire Chief Norman Staines, Police Chief   
Andy Wilson, Planning Director Hannah Williams, Parks & Recreation Director Phil 
Harper, Public Services & Public Works Director Jon Hogan, Public Services Public 
Utilities Director Jeff Church. 

ABSENT: Economic Development Main Street Director Brenda Floyd, Public 
Information/Communication Director Joshua Harris 

  Danny Wilson, Urban Planning Manager with Freese and Nichols was also in attendance. 

I. CALL TO ORDER

A. Moment of Silence & Pledge of Allegiance

SPECIAL RECOGNITION; 
POLICE CHIEF ANDY WILSON: 

B. On behalf of City Council, Mayor Gibbons read and presented the Swearing-in and Oath
of Office to Andy Wilson, Police Chief.  Chief Wilson stated the support is
overwhelming and he appreciates the opportunity. He has support from his wife and son,
who were in attendance and feels very blessed. Chief Wilson spoke about everyone that
has helped and mentored him, including his parents. He introduced the Command Staff;
Major Couby Stilwell, Captain Mark Barlow, Captain Jody Herman and Captain Martin
Crisp.

Chaplain Reverend Terry Hunt led a prayer for the Police Department.

SPECIAL RECOGNITION; 
AMERICAN LEGION POST 29 AWARD: 

C. Irv Euto with the American Legion Post 29 approached the board and introduced the
Legion members in attendance. He presented the Dysart-Kendall award for the
Department Heads to present to whom they felt deserving of this award.

Fire Chief Staines presented the award for Firefighter of the Year to Brian Watson,
Driver/Operator. Staines thanked Legion Post 29 for the award also Council, Mayor and
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City Manager. Brian Watson started part-time in 2012 and became full time in 2013. He 
rose in the ranks as a Fireman and is now a Driver and serves as the backup for Active 
Officer. He started his career in 1993 as a Jr. Fireman in Kings Creek where he still 
volunteers and works part-time as well as other fire departments. Brian is currently the 
President for the Caldwell County Firefighters Association, the VP for the City of 
Lenoir Firefighter Association and holds many certifications.  

Police Chief Wilson presented the Police Officer of the Year to Sergeant Brandon 
MacLeod. Sergeant MacLeod has a long standing history of family that has served. 
Chief Wilson stated he has gained many awards and accomplishments and is involved 
with multiple civic groups. He started with the City of Lenoir in 2010 and since has 
served in many roles, he currently holds the rank of Patrol Sergeant. He was awarded by 
Council and the City of Lenoir in 2017 with the Medal of Valor.  

II. MATTERS SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARING:

A. Planning Director Hannah Williams introduced Danny Wilson with Freese and Nichols
to present the final drafts of the Comprehensive Plan and Parks and Recreation Master
Plan. These plans are a result of an extensive year of community engagement and
thorough analysis and will help the Planning Department with decisions that will impact
all of Lenoir.

Danny Wilson presented the Comprehensive Plan and Parks and Recreation Master Plan
to Council with a PowerPoint presentation. Mr. Wilson stated they have been working
with the City since June of 2024 with the main focus on the future land use map,
neighborhood planning and parks and recreation. The neighborhood planning was
specifically focused on Whitnel and West End neighborhood. Both plans went before
the Planning Board in June and had public engagement throughout. Mr. Wilson briefly
explained the plan details including maps, housing stock and park expansion. He
concluded his presentation and Mayor Gibbons asked Council and the audience of any
questions or concerns on the project.

Crystal Moore at 537 Hill Street stated she would like to address the West End
neighborhood and West Lenoir School. The school has been closed since 2022, which
needs attention to make it safe. Mrs. Moore stated the neighborhood kids do not have a
park. She asked for help for a playground and a safe environment for the community.
She stated she is looking for solutions and partnership.

Planning Director Hannah Williams stated she wanted to thank Council for this
opportunity to update the Comprehensive Plan and the Parks and Recreation Master
Plan. It’s been a pleasure to work with Freese and Nichols during this project. City staff
Jon Hogan, Jeff Church, Matt Duchan and multiple Planning Board members were on
the steering committee. She also thanked the Recreation Advisory Board for
participating in the Parks and Recreation Master Plan.

Mayor Gibbons closed the public hearing.

Councilmember Perdue stated this is something we use often in the decisions we make,
especially with zoning. The presented plans look more user friendly and is a good guide.

Upon a motion by Councilmember Stevens, City Council voted 7 to 0 to adopt the
Comprehensive Plan and Parks and Recreation Master Plan as presented.
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III. CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:
A. Minutes: Approval of the City Council minutes of the meeting of Tuesday, July 15,

2025 as submitted.
B. Closed Session Minutes: Approval of the closed session minutes of the meeting of

Tuesday, July 15, 2025 as reviewed by the City Council, City Attorney and City
Manager.

C. FY2024 Tax Settlement Report & FY2025 Tax Receipt Charge: In accordance with
N.C.G.S. § 105-321 and 352, Staff requests the FY2024 Tax Settlement Report and the
FY2025 Tax Receipt Charge be authenticated by the City Council as submitted.

D. Capital Project Ordinance; Sewer Line Repair - Ridge Street & Harper Avenue
Project: Staff recommends approval of the Capital Project Budget Ordinance in the
amount of $1,926,820 for the Sewer Line Repair - Ridge Street & Harper Avenue
Project as submitted.

Upon a motion by Councilmember Thomas, City Council voted 7 to 0 to adopt the
above listed items (A through D) on the Consent Agenda as listed and recommended.

IV. REQUESTS AND PETITIONS OF CITIZENS

V. REPORTS OF BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS

VI. REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE CITY MANAGER
A. Items of Information

1. The August calendar was provided listing various committee meetings and
events.

  COMMITTEE OF 
  THE WHOLE: 

1. The Committee of the Whole will meet on Tuesday, 26, 2025 at 8:30 a.m. at City Hall, Third
Floor Conference Room.

LENOIR TOURISM DEV. 
AUTHORITY: 

2. The Lenoir Tourism Development Authority will meet on Thursday, August 7th at 4:00 p.m. at
City Hall.

SOUTHERN SUNDOWN: 
3. The Southern Sundown 4 Miler Race event is scheduled for Saturday, August 16th at 7:00 p.m.

 LENOIR BUSINESS  
ADVISORY BOARD:  

4. The Lenoir Business Advisory Board will meet on Thursday, August 14th at 6:00 p.m. at City Hall.

PARKS AND RECREATION 
ADVISORY BOARD:  

5. The Parks and Recreation Advisory Board will meet on Monday, August 18th at 6:00 p.m.

 ABC BOARD: 
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6. The ABC Board will meet on Wednesday, August 20th at 2:00 p.m.

HARAMBEE FESTIVAL: 
7. The 51st Annual Harambee Festival will be held the week of August 4th through August 8th.

Events will be held daily at the Martin Luther King, Jr. Center.

B. Items for Council Action
8. Bid Award: Lenoir 2025 Sewer Replacements Project: Staff recommends City Council approve the 

bids for the Ridge Street Sewer Project and Harper Ave Sewer Project. The project is divided into two 
divisions of work. Division 1: Ridge Street sewer replacement and Division 2: Harper Avenue sewer 
replacement. Iron Mountain Construction was the lowest responsive and responsible bidder for the 
Division 1 project at $989,200. Carolina Grading & Utilities, Inc. was the lowest responsive and 
responsible bidder for the Division 2 project at $845,620. It is recommended by McGill Associates 
the establishment of a 5% contingency amount of the total construction costs of $92,000 to cover any 
quantity overruns or unforeseen circumstances. The total project cost is $1,926,820. Staff further 
recommends the Council authorizes the City Manager to approve change orders within the 
contingency amount to facilitate maintaining the project schedule.

City Manager Scott Hildebran stated this project was bid previously but received no bids. The total 
project cost is $1,926.820, as submitted.

Upon a motion by Councilmember Perdue, City Council voted 7 to 0 to approve the bid award with 
total costs $1,926,820, as presented.

VII. REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE CITY ATTORNEY

VIII. REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE MAYOR

IX. REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF COUNCILMEMBERS 
Councilmember Rogers reported on a Tomato Blast event at the Unity Park and 
Community Gardens on August 22nd from 5:30-7:00 p.m.

X. ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:22 p.m. 

_______________________________ ____________________________________ 
       Lauren Hartley, City Clerk  Joseph L. Gibbons, Mayor 
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