
Tuesday, December 5, 2023 
Minutes-City of Lenoir Council Meeting 301 

PRESENT: 

CITY STAFF: 

ABSENT: 

LENOIR CITY COUNCIL 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2023 

6:00 P.M. 

Mayor Joe Gibbons presiding. Councilmembers present were Mayor Pro-Tern Crissy 
Thomas, Jonathan Beal, Ike Perkins, Ralph Prestwood, David Stevens, City Manager Scott 
Hildebran, City Clerk Shirley Cannon and City Attorney Timothy Rohr. 

In attendance was Finance Director Donna Bean, Fire Chief Norman Staines, Deputy Fire 
Chief Kenny Nelson, Police Chief Brent Phelps, Planning Director Hannah Williams, Public 
Services Director Radford Thomas, Public Utilities Operations Manager Jeff Church, Public 
Works Operations Manager Jon Hogan, Downtown Event Coordinator Matthew Anthony 
and Communications Director Joshua Harris. 

Councilmember Todd Perdue. 

I. CALL TO ORDER

A. The meeting was opened by a moment of silence and the pledge of allegiance as led by

Mayor Gibbons.

SPECIAL RECOGNITION; 

KENT GREER: B. On behalf of City Council, Mayor Gibbons presented Councilmember Kent Greer with a 
framed City flag and coins in honor and recognition of his tenure on City Council. Mayor 
Gibbons thanked Councilmember Greer for stepping up to serve when Council 
previously had a vacancy on Council and also thanked him for his representation on the 
Lenoir Planning Board and City Council. He further expressed appreciation to Mr. Greer 
and remarked it was an honor to have him serve. 

Mr. Greer stated it has been a pleasure to serve on City Council for the past 22 months. He 
thanked City Council, City Manager Hildebran along with the Department Directors and 
City Staff. In addition, Mr. Greer thanked his wife Susan for all of her support over the past 
38 years. Mr. Greer also thanked everyone for the cards, calls and kind words during the 
passing of his and Susan's mothers this year. He wished everyone a Merry Christmas and 
remarked he appreciated everything. 

OATH OF OFFICE; GIBBONS, PRESTWOOD 

&ROGERS: 

B. The Honorable District Court Judge Richard S. Holloway administered the Oath of Office
to Joseph L. Gibbons, Mayor. Next, Judge Holloway administered the Oath of Office to
Ralph S. Prestwood, Councilmernber and Kimmie R. Rogers, Councilmember.

Mayor Gibbons reported that Councilmember Todd Perdue was previously sworn in with
an effective date of Tuesday, December 5, 2023. (A copy of Mr. Perdue's signed oath is
hereby incorporated into these minutes by reference. Refer to page 307.)

' 
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Mayor Gibbons congratulated and welcomed Councilmember Kimmie Rogers and stated 
Council looks forward to working with her in the New Year. Mayor Gibbons also 
congratulated Councilmember Ralph Prestwood upon his re-election and expressed 
appreciation to all of the family members and friends who were present for the swearing in 
ceremony. 

Mayor Gibbons also thanked Judge Holloway for his service in administering the oaths 
of office. 

Copies of the signed oaths of office are hereby incorporated into these minutes by 
reference. (Refer to pages 308-310.) 

ELECTION OF MAYOR 
PRO-TEM: C. Mayor Gibbons stated City Council will elect a Councilmember to serve a two-year term as

Mayor Pro-Tern. He explained City Council will nominate a Councilmember for this 
position to be voted on by Council. The Mayor Pro-Tern leads the monthly Committee of 
the Whole meeting plus fills in for the Mayor as needed. 

On behalf of City Council, Mayor Gibbons thanked Councilmember Crissy Thomas for her 
service as Mayor Pro-Tern. Ms. Thomas served two terms as Mayor Pro-Tern for a total of 
four ( 4) years. 

Mayor Gibbons then opened the nominations for Mayor Pro-Tern. 

Councilmember Crissy Thomas thanked City Council for the opportunity to serve and learn 
about the aspect of City government. Ms. Thomas nominated David Stevens for 
consideration of approval for the Mayor Pro-Tern position. Councilmember Thomas 
remarked that Councilmember Stevens has a tremendous amount of experience and stated he 
is the longest serving member on City Council. 

First Motion 
Due to no additional nominations being submitted by City Council and upon a motion by 
Councilmember Prestwood to close the nominations which carried unanimously, Mayor 
Gibbons closed the nominations and asked Council for action. 

Second Motion 
Upon a motion by Councilmember Thomas, City Council voted 6 to Oto elect 
Councilmember David Stevens to serve a two-year term as Mayor Pro-Tern for the Lenoir 
City Council. 

Mayor Gibbons thanked Mayor Pro-Tern Stevens for his willingness to serve and stated the 
position was well deserved. 

II. MATTERS SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARINGS

AMENDMENIS; FATS, OIL & 
GREASE ORDINANCE: 

A. A public hearing was held to receive public comments regarding amendments to the
City's Fats, Oil and Grease Ordinance as recommended by City Staff.
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DECEMBER 
CALENDAR: 

Upon a motion by Councilmember Perkins, Council voted 6 to O to adopt the amended 
Fats, Oil and Grease Ordinance as submitted and as recommended by City Staff. 

III. CONSENT AGENDA .ITEMS

A. Minutes: Approval of the minutes of the City Council Meeting of Tuesday, November 7,
2023 as submitted.

B. Engineering Services Contract; McGill Associates: Staff recommends City Council
approval to negotiate a contact with McGill Associates of Hickory, NC for the
engineering services required for the execution and administration of the Lenoir-Valdese
Interconnection Project as submitted.

Councilmember Beal asked if the Town of Valdese would also be contracting with McGill
Associates with City Manager Hildebran responding that they would be.

Upon a motion by Mayor Pro-Tern Stevens, City Council voted 6 to O to adopt items A &
B on the Consent Agenda as described above and as recommended by City Staff.

IV. REQUESTS AND PETITIONS OF CITIZENS

V. REPORTS OF BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS

VI. REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE CITY MANAGER

A. Items oflnformation

1. The calendar for the month of December was provided to City Council listing various meetings
and events.

CHRISTMAS LIGHT 
SHOW: 2. The annual Christmas Light Show will continue nightly on the downtown square from 6:00

LUMINARY 
DISPLAY: 

ABC BOARD: 

MEETING 
SCHEDULE: 

p.m. - 10:00 p.m. through January pt_

3. The annual Luminary Display will be held at Blue Ridge Memorial Park on Friday, December
8 from 6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.

4. The ABC Board will meet on Tuesday, December 12 at 2:00 p.m.

5. The City Council will not meet on Tuesday, December 19 due to the Christmas holidays.
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 2.

HOLIDAY CLOSING: 
6. City offices will be closed on Monday, December 25 through Wednesday, December 27 in

observance of Christmas, Monday, January 1 in observance of New Year's Day and Monday,
January 15 in observance of the Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday.
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CLOSED 

SESSION: C. Pursuant to N.C.G.S. §143-318.l l(a),(3), and upon a motion by Councilmember Perkins, which
unanimously carried, City Council entered into closed session to discuss·pending class-action
litigation and a proposed settlement. The parties in each existing lawsuit concerning which City
Council expects to receive advice during the closed session are: Camden, South Carolina, E.I.
DuPont de Nemours and Company, 3M Company, and others. City Council may take action
following the closed session.

Upon a motion by Councilmember Perkins, City Council voted unanimously to re-enter into open
session. The following action was taken by City Council.

OPEN SESSION: 

D. City Attorney Rohr asked Council to consider passing a resolution to opt out of the litigation due to
the City of Lenoir not finding any significant levels of polyfluoroalkyl substance (PF AS) chemicals in
its public water supplies. He advised the City would be entitled to very little or no compensation
under the proposed settlement agreements with DuPont or 3M. Attorney Rohr also clarified for
Council, if they choose to opt out of litigation now, they could pursue litigation in the future should
the City have any issues with (PF AS), but the City loses that option if they pursue litigation now.

A copy of the resolution is hereby incorporated into these minutes by reference. (Refer to page 317.)

Upon a motion by Councilmember Beal, City Council voted 6 to O to adopt the resolution directing
City Manager Hildebran to file exclusion agreements on behalf of the City of Lenoir for the following
lawsuits: City a/Camden, et. al. v. El Dupont De Nemours & Co., et al., Civil Action No. 2:23-cv-
3230-RMG and City a/Camden, et al. v. 3M Company, City Manager and Staff to carry out the
provisions of this resolution as submitted.

IX. REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE MAYOR

X. ADJOURNMENT

A. There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:45 p.m.

Shirley M. Cannon, City Clerk Joseph L. Gibbons, Mayor 
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CITY OF LENOIR, NORTH CAROLINA 

OATH OF COUNCIL MEMBER 

�� RALPH S. PRESTWOOD �� 

I, �LlPJ{ S. �'J!WO()(l), sofemn{y swear tliat I wi[[ support tlie 
Constitution and faws of tlie Vnited States; tliat I wi[[ 6e faitlifal and 6ear 
true a[[egiance to tlie State of Nortfi CaroEina and to tlie constitutiona[ powers 
and autliorities wliicli are or may 6e esta6[islied for tlie government tliereof; . 
and, tfiat I wi[[ enaeavor to support, maintain, and defend tlie Constitution 
of said state, not inconsistent witfi tlie Constitution of tlie Vnited States. 

I, <.R}lL(p}{ $. �'J!WO()(l) furtlier swear tliat I wi[[ e�cute tlie duties 
of tlie office of COVNCIL !M'E!MCB'E<J( for tfie City of Lenoir, Nortli 
Caro[ina, to tlie 6est of my a6iEity andjutfgment, so lie[p me, (Jocf. 

4i{.£&woon 
Sworn to and su6scri6ed 6efore me tfiis .fI'X day of (J)ecem6er, 2023. 

Honorable Richard S ..... -,,.& 

NC District Court J 
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A RESOLUTION BY THE CITY OF LENOIR ALLOWING FOR FILING 
EXCLUSION AGREEMENTS IN PER-AND POLYFLUOROALKYL 
SUBSTANCE (PFAS) CHEMICAL ACTION LAWSUITS AGAINST 

DUPONT AND 3M 

WHEREAS, the City of Lenoir owns and operates a drinking water treatment 
plant; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Lenoir is eligible to file in class-action lawsuit against E.I. 
DuPont de Nemours and Company and 3M Company over the release of per- and 
polyfluoroalkyl substance (PFAS) chemicals into public water supplies; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Lenoir has been notified of two possible settlements of the 
suits against DuPont and 3M; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Lenoir has tested for PFAS chemicals and has shown no 
significant levels; and; 

WHEREAS, it appears that under these circumstances, the City of Lenoir would be 
entitled to very little or no compensation under the proposed settlement agreements 
with DuPont or 3M; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Lenoir chooses to be excluded from the class action 
lawsuits filed against the defendants of 3M and Dupont. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Lenoir City Council hereby directs 
City Manager Scott Hildebran to file exclusion agreements on behalf of the City of 
Lenoir for the following lawsuits: City of Camden, et al. v. E.I. Dupont De Nemours

& Co., et al., Civil Action No. 2:23-cv-3230-RMG and City of Camden, et al. v. 3M

Company, Civil Action No. 2:23-cv-3147-RMG. 

Furthermore, the Lenoir City Council ratifies any and all actions previously taken 
by the city manager and staff to carry out the provisions of this resolution. 

Adopted this 5th day of December, 2023. 

�$ LENo1 
C CHARTERED i 
JANUAAy 28, 1851 

SEAL 

M�m� 
Shirley rv(.cannon 

City Clerk 

\\ � 
/ 

, 

( . '��� --�;,l-:._"""---
...... \ ' . -

Josf ph Gibbons, Mayor 
Lenoir City Council 
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