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Minutes-City of Lenoir Council Meeting 

LENOIR CITY COUNCIL 

TUESDAY, JULY 19, 2022 

6:00 P.M. 

PRESENT: Mayor Joe Gibbons presiding. Councilmembers present were Mayor Pro-Tern Crissy 
Thomas, Jonathan Beal, Kent Greer, Ike Perkins, Ralph Prestwood, David Stevens, City 
Manager Scott Hildebran, City Clerk Shirley Cannon and City Attorney T.J. Rohr. 

ABSENT: Councilman Todd Perdue and Economic Development Director Kaylynn Hom. 

STAFF PRESENT: Police Chief Brent Phelps, Planning Director Jenny Wheelock, Public Utilities Director 
Radford Thomas, Interim Public Works Director Ed Evans, Communications Director 
Joshua Harris, Jon Hogan, Public Works Operation Manager, and Downtown & Main 
Street Event Coordinator, Matthew Anthony. 

ZOOM: Finance Director Donna Bean and Fire Chief Ken Hair. 

OTHERS: Cady Davis, News-Topic, was also in attendance at the meeting. 

I. CALL TO ORDER

COMMENDED; CITY 

A. The meeting was opened by a moment of silence followed by the Pledge of
Allegiance as led by Mayor Gibbons.

STAFF: B. On behalf of City Council, Mayor Gibbons commended City Staff along with
all the volunteers who assisted during the recent Blackberry Festival held
in downtown Lenoir. Mayor Gibbons stated it was the 19th Blackberry Festival
and an estimated 20,000+ people attended the festival on Friday and Saturday.

Mayor Gibbons also thanked Kaylynn Hom, Economic Development Director,
and Matthew Anthony, Downtown/Mainstreet Event Coordinator, for all their
hard work in making this event such a great success.

In addition, Mayor Gibbons thanked Brian Moore, Chamber of Commerce, and
his Staff for all of their help during the event, which was a huge success and
received a number of positive comments.

INTRODUCTION OF JONATHAN HOGAN; 

PUBLIC WORKS OPERATION MANAGER: 

C. Radford Thomas, Director of Public Services, introduced Jonathan Hogan,
Public Works Operation Manager, who will oversee the day-to-day activities of
the Public Works section of Public Services.

Director Thomas stated Mr. Hogan has 23 years of experience in working in
local government and shared Mr. Hogan understands how the City functions
and the level of service we provide to all the citizens.

Mr. Hogan stated he appreciates the opportunity and is looking forward to
working with the City of Lenoir and its citizens ..
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SPECIAL RECOGNITION; 

CENTRAL BARBER SHOP: 

196 

D. On behalf of City Council, Mayor Gibbons presented a resolution and a framed
City flag to Mr. Alan Hall in honor and recognition of Central Barber Shop's
Centennial Celebration. Central Barber Shop has been operating in Lenoir since
May 1922. Mr. Terry Hall, owner and father of Alan Hall, was also present at 
the meeting.

A copy of the resolution is hereby incorporated into these minutes by 
reference. (Refer to page 201.) 

Mayor Gibbons stated Central Barber Shop is a wonderful place and he has 
great memories of visiting there when he was a child. He thanked the 
Hall's for all they have done for the City of Lenoir and its citizens and for the 
business being such a great part of the history of Lenoir. 

Alan Hall thanked City Council for the recognition and their support. He stated 
the Barber Shop started in the basement of the building across from City Hall 
and was located there for ten years. They are currently located at 211 Main 
Street in downtown. He also expressed appreciation to Mike Gibbons, brother 
of Mayor Gibbons, for being instrumental in providing them with a lot of 
pertinent information about the history of the shop. Mr. Hall stated they 
appreciate being part of the fabric of Lenoir. 

City Manager Hildebran stated the resolution should be added to the Consent 
Agenda as item number G. for approval by City Council. 

II. MATTERS SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARINGS

REZONING; 1231 HIBRITEN 

DRIVE & 1304 HIBRITEN DRIVE: 

A. A public hearing was held to consider approval of a proposed rezoning for property
located at 1231 and 1304 Hibriten Drive SE to be rezoned from B-1 (Neighborhood
Business) to B-2 (General Business) to allow for Auto Sales (Intensive Retailing) as
requested by Ben Griffin, New Vision Trust Company. The Planning Board recommends
approval consistent with the Consistency Statement as follows:

All decisions of the Planning Board and City Council should be based on consistency 
of proposal with the Comprehensive Plan and any other officially adopted plan that is 
applicable. The Comprehensive Plan's future land use map identifies this parcel as 
"existing commercial" and does not identify any other future land use for the property. 
The proposed zoning change is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan's policy 
concepts to coordinate land use policies with transportation, and to anticipate and plan 
for growth associated with roadway improvements. Staff finds the proposed rezoning to 
be consistent with the goals and policy concepts of the Comprehensive Plan. 

Mayor Gibbons opened the public hearing to receive public comments regarding the 
proposed rezoning. 

Planning Director Wheelock reiterated the purpose of the rezoning request to General 
Business is for the applicant to be able to operate a car lot on the property. Director 
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Wheelock referred to the Staff Report which states the request is to provide more 
flexibility for the existing vacant office space on the site. One contemplated use would be 
the relocation of a small existing car dealership. While there is room on the parcel for 
additional development, no new construction is proposed at this time. Director Wheelock 
clarified the property is already zoned as commercial use and the rezoning request would 
expand the options for the property. 

Ms. Kathleen Braswell, 1519 Starcross Road, addressed City Council and stated she lives 
behind the subject property. Mrs. Braswell asked what would happen to the existing 
buffer of trees should the property ever be sold. Mrs. Braswell also referenced the 
additional traffic the rezoning would create in the neighborhood upon approval. 

Director Wheelock explained the rezoning requires a mature buffer of six-foot 
evergreen trees be maintained on the property and pointed out any new owner would have 
to abide by this requirement. 

Mrs. Braswell also asked about the additional uses of the property as listed under B-2 
(Intent of the Zoning Districts) in the Staff Report. She stated the residents do not want 
adult businesses in their neighborhood because traffic would increase and children 
lived and played in the neighborhood as well. 

Director Wheelock emphasized this property would not qualify for any of these types 
of businesses. She referred to the Staff Report that describes B-2 (General Business) 
as intended to provide for a wide variety of retail, service and other activities, controlled 
by performance standards, at locations along major transportation routes, to serve both 
local and transient traffic. Director Wheelock mentioned there were setback requirements 
that business owners have to adhere to as well. 

Ben Griffin, applicant, addressed City Council and stated he was available to answer any 
questions anyone may have about the proposed rezoning request. 

Crystal Moore, resident of Lenoir, addressed City Council and spoke in favor of keeping 
the buffer of trees on the property. Ms. Moore also commented all of the City's parks are 
important and asked about improvements to the West End Park. 

Mayor Gibbons referred to the handout Ms. Moore submitted to the City Clerk prior to the 
meeting and stated Council would review her comments and take them under 
consideration. Mayor Gibbons thanked Ms. Moore for her interest in the City's parks. 

There being no additional public comments, Mayor Gibbons closed the public hearing 
and asked City Council for action. 

Upon a motion by Mayor Pro-Tern Thomas, Council voted 6 to O to approve the rezoning 
request for property located at 1231 and 1304 Hibriten Drive SE to be rezoned from B-1 
(Neighborhood Business) to B-2 (General Business) as submitted and as recommended 
by the Planning Board. 

III. CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS

A. Minutes: Approval of the minutes of the City Council Budget Work Session of
Thursday, May 19, 2022 as submitted.
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B. Minutes: Approval of the minutes of the City Council meeting of Tuesday, June 7, 2022
as submitted.

C. Minutes: Approval of the closed session minutes of the City Council meeting of
Tuesday, June 7, 2022 as reviewed by the City Attorney, City Council and City Manager.

D. Minutes: Approval of the minutes of the Committee of the Whole meeting of Tuesday,
June 28, 2022 as submitted.

E. Minutes: Approval of the closed session minutes of the Committee of the Whole meeting
of Tuesday, June 28, 2022 as revived by City Council and the City Manager.

F. Technical Assistance Agreement; WPCOG: Approval of City Council to enter into an
agreement with the Western Piedmont Council of Governments (WPCOG) for an
amount of $30,000 (not to exceed) in accordance with the attached proposal to provide
grant administration and technical assistance for the EPA Brownfield Assessment
Program. (A copy of the agreement is hereby incorporated into these minutes by
reference. Refer to pages 202-209.)

G. Resolution; Central Barber Shop: Approval of a resolution in honor and recognition of
Central Barber Shop's Centennial Celebration.

Upon a motion by Councilmember Stevens, City Council voted 6 to O to approve 
the above listed items (A-G) on the Consent Agenda as presented and as recommended by 
City Manager Hildebran. 

IV. REQUESTS AND PETITIONS OF CITIZENS

V. REPORTS OF BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS

VI. REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE CITY MANAGER

A. Items of Information

1. The calendar for the month of August was submitted to Council listing various meetings
and events.

SUMMER MUSIC 

FESTIVAL: 2. A Summer Music Festival will be held on Friday, July 22 and Saturday, July 23 at 6:00 p.m.
at the Martin Luther King, Jr. Center located at 313 Greenhaven Drive NW, Lenoir, NC.

CANCELLED; COMMITTEE OF THE 

WHOLE MTG: 3. The Committee of the Whole meeting for July has been cancelled. The next meeting will be held 
on Tuesday, August 23 at 8:30 a.m. at City Hall, Third Floor, former Council Chambers. 

CRUISE-IN: 4. A Cruise-In will be held on Saturday, August 6 beginning at 3:00 p.m. in downtown Lenoir.

HARAMBEE FESTIVAL; 

MLK CENTER: 5. The 481h Annual Harambee Festival will be held July 30 through August 5. Activities are 
scheduled throughout the week at the Martin Luther King, Jr. Center. 

B. Items for Council Action

RFQ;ARCHITECTURAL 

SERVICES: 1. City Staff recommends City Council approval to enter into an agreement with Maurer
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Architecture regarding the Request for Qualifications (RFQ) for firms offering Schematic 
Design Phase Architectural Services for three redevelopment sites in downtown Lenoir which 
include the former Bernhardt-Seagle Industrial Complex building at 1136 Harper Avenue; the 
Historic Lenoir High School Gymnasium; and the LHS Auditorium building at 1114-1116 
College A venue. Services may include site visits, as built drawings, and illustrative conceptual 
plans. 

A copy of the Request for Qualifications (RFQ) for Architectural Services as submitted by 
Maurer Architecture is hereby incorporated into these minutes by reference. (Refer to pages 210-
220.) 

City Manager Hildebran reported an RFQ was sent to seven architectural firms and the City 
received three responses. Mr. Hildebran shared that Mr. Maurer has bought property in Lenoir 
and has worked with Jesse Plaster. He stated the Main Street Economic Development Selection 
Committee also recommends Maurer Architecture for this project. 

Upon a motion by Councilmember Perkins, City Council voted 6 to Oto enter into an agreement 
with Maurer Architecture regarding the Request for Qualifications (RFQ) for firms offering 
Schematic Design Phase Architectural Services for three redevelopment sites in downtown Lenoir 
as described above and as recommended by City Staff. 

BID A WARD; FY2022-2024 

ASHPHALT RESURFACING CONTRACT: 

2. Bids were received and opened on Tuesday, July 12, 2022 for the City of Lenoir's Asphalt
Resurfacing Contract for a two-year period beginning July I, 2022 and ending on June 30, 2024.
Tri-County Paving is the lowest, responsive, responsible bidder. Tri-County Paving, Inc.'s bid
includes the required bid security (bond) and an escalator clause for unit price adjustment based on
liquid asphalt price fluctuation. Staff recommends City Council award the low bid of $109/ton to
Tri-County Paving, Inc., for the City's Asphalt Resurfacing Contract as submitted.

A copy of the bid tab is hereby incorporated into these minutes by reference. (Refer to page 221.)

City Manager Hildebran shared the previous price of asphalt was $82/ton and pointed out the price
has increased dramatically.

Upon a motion by Councilmember Greer, Council voted 6 to O to award the low bid of $109/ton
to Tri-County Paving, Inc., for the City's Asphalt Resurfacing Contract as described
above and as submitted.

VII. REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE CITY ATTORNEY

VIII. REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE MAYOR

IX. REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF COUNCIL MEMBERS

NATER PRESSURE ISSUE; 

i'INLEY A VENUE: 

A. Councilmember Perkins reported he has received a number of telephone calls from citizens
inquiring about the low water pressure issue along Finley A venue. Mr. Perkins stated this issue
has been ongoing for two years and mentioned it affects the water hydrants as well. Mr. Perkins 
asked if Staff could review the project again so that it would not be left as unfinished business. 
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Public Services Director Radford Thomas clarified for Council the water pressure issue on Finley 
Avenue has not been forgotten and emphasized it is one of the City's top priority projects. Director 
Thomas stated the City is currently seeking state funding in order to fund the project. 

CONGRATULATIONS; 
MAYOR & BECKY GIBBONS; 
47th WEDDING ANNIVERSARY;

B. City Councilmembers congratulated Mayor Joe and Becky Gibbons upon their 47111 Wedding
Anniversary on Tuesday, July 19.

X. ADJOURNMENT

A. There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 6:45 p.m.

Shirley M. Cannon, City Clerk Joseph L. Gibbons, Mayor 
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Adaptive Reuse and Historic Preservation 
Recent Work 

North Carolina 

Maurer Architecture 
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RELEVANT PROJECT EXPERIENCE 

M-
Nv\URER 

AWARDS 

Preservation NC, Gertrude s. Caraway Award of Merit 

Masonic Lodge, Smithfield 
Death • Taxes, 200 S. Salisbury St., Raleigh 
Norris Heart House, 421 N, Blount SI., Raleigh 
21 S. Front St., Wilmington 
222 & 226 Princess St., Wilmington 
Goldsboro Fire Station 
IS Front St., Wilmington 
Stine's fee Cream Parlor, Lenoir 
Gig East/City of Wilson 
Heights House IMontfM Hall), Raleigh 

Preservation NC, Robert Stipe ProfessionalAwatd 
David Maurtr, AlA 

North Carolina Main Street Awards 
David S. Maurer, AlA Champion Award for Commitment to 
Historic Preservation 
Masonic lodge, Smithfield, for Historic Preservation 
105 S. Third St., Smithfield, for Histo1ic Preservation 
Schmidlin Law Offices, 115 S. Third Street, Smithfield, for 
Historic Preservation 
Edgerton Building, Goldsboro, for Best Upper Floor 
Redevelopment 
John St. Properties, Goldsboro. for Best Endangered Properties 
Rescue Effort 
Goldsboro Drug Company Building. Goldsboro, for Best Historic 
Rehabilitation Project 
Moving Lenoir to the SeconcJ Floor. for Best Innovation 
The Fitehouse. Goldsboro, for BestAdaptrve Reuse Project 
151 N. Center St., Goldsboro, for Be5ot Historic Rehabilitation 
Project 
La Dolce Vita Pizzaria, Sanford, for Best Adaptive Reuse Project 
Stines tee Cream Parlor, Lenoir. for Best Endangered Properties 
Rescue Effort 

AnthemionAwards, C�pit�I ArH Preservation 
All Saints Chapel Restoration 
J.M. Norwood House Relocation and Renovation 
Wesley A. Putney House 
Cooke Street Redevelopment 
Death • Taxes, 200 S. Salisbury St. 
119 E Hargett St. 
Busy Bee Cafe 
Capita! Club 
230 Fayetteville St. 
21B N. East Street, Oakwood 
White Street Brewery. Wake Forest 
Raleigh Nehi Bottling Company Building 
G&.S Department Store 
East Raleigh/ South Park Neighborhood Revitalization 
Lunsrord Residence, 420 Cutler St. 
Fire Station #4, 505 Jefferson St. 
Southern Building, IS E. Martin St 
McClatchy Interactive, Martin Building. Ill W. Hargeu St. 
Norris Heart House, 421 N. Blount St. 
821 Wake Forest Rd. 

SirWalter Raleigh Awards for Community Appearance 
All Saints Chapel Restoration 
Edenton Street Quadraplexes 
J.M. Norwood HolJse Relocation and Renovation 
Cutler Street Grocery/ Bonomo Residtnce 
Person Pointe CondominilJms 
536, 532 & 530 Edenton St. 
602 E. Hargett St. 
Boylan Condominiums 
Swain Street Shotguns 
Death• Taxes, 200 S. Salisbury St. 
Norris Heart House, 421 N. Blount St 
Gateway Plaza RenO\lation 
Longleaf Hotel & Lounge 

Th• Histori( L•noir Hlghschool RFQ RuponH 7 
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Rodger H. Lentz 
Chief Planning & Development Office 

City of Wilson 

112 Goldsboro St. E 

Wilson, NC 27894 

252-339-2210

rlentz@wilsonnc.org

David M. Perry 
Goldsboro Builders Supply Co. Inc. 

PO DrawerE 

Goldsboro, NC 27533 

919-922-0073

dperry696l@aol.com

Maurer Arc.hitec;t\m: 
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