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 LENOIR CITY COUNCIL 
TUESDAY, APRIL 19, 2022 

6:00 P.M. 
 
PRESENT: Mayor Joe Gibbons presiding. Councilmembers present were Jonathan Beal, Kent Greer, 

Ike Perkins, Ralph Prestwood, Todd Perdue, City Manager Scott Hildebran, City 
Attorney T. J. Rohr, City Clerk Shirley Cannon, Planning Director Jenny Wheelock, 
Police Chief Brent Phelps and Communications Director Joshua Harris. 

 
ABSENT:                  Councilmember David Stevens and Mayor Pro-Tem Crissy Thomas. 

 
ZOOM:       Fire Chief Ken Hair, Recreation Director Kenny Story, Economic Development Director 

Kaylynn Horn, Finance Director Donna Bean, Public Utilities Director Radford Thomas, 
Interim Public Works Director, Ed Evans, and Hannah Williams.  
 
Others in attendance was Cady Davis, News-Topic. 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER    

 
 A. The meeting was opened by a moment of silence followed by the Pledge of    
                                                                                                          Allegiance as led by Mayor Gibbons.  

 
SPECIAL RECOGNITION; 
POLICE DEPARTMENT: 
                                       B.  On behalf of City Council, Mayor Gibbons presented a proclamation to Brent  
                                             Phelps, Chief of Police, recognizing the week of April 10 through April 16 as  
                                             “National Public Safety Telecommunicators Week” in the City of Lenoir.  
 
                                             Chief Phelps thanked Mayor Gibbons and City Council for the recognition and                  
                                             stated the Department’s Telecommunicators provide a vital service for the  
                                             City of Lenoir while working behind the scenes.  He remarked the  
                                             Telecommunicators are the key to the Department being able to serve and do  
                                             their job.  
 
                                             Mayor Gibbons thanked Chief Phelps and Staff for all they do for the City of  
                                             Lenoir and its citizens.  
 
                                  II.  MATTERS SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARINGS  
 
AMENDMENTS; PHASE II 
STORMWATER ORDINANCE: 
                                        A. A public hearing was held to consider amendments to the Phase II Stormwater  
                                             Ordinance (codified as Appendix C of Lenoir’s Code of Ordinances) as submitted.) An  
                                             outline of the proposed changes is included in the memorandum as submitted by Mr.  
                                             Jack Cline, WPCOG Stormwater Administrator. 
 
                                             A copy of the Memorandum and Stormwater Ordinance is hereby incorporated into  
                                             these minutes by reference. (Refer to pages 85-97.)   
 
                                             Mayor Gibbons opened the public hearing to receive public comments regarding the  
                                             proposed amendments. 
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Planning Director Jenny Wheelock clarified for Council that the proposed amendments 
would not change the administrative purpose of the ordinance. The majority of these  
 changes were required by the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) when they  
 approved the City’s Stormwater Management Plan (SWMP).  

 There being no further public participation, Mayor Gibbons closed the public hearing 
and asked Council for action.  

Upon a motion by Councilmember Perdue, City Council voted 5 to 0 to approve the  
amendments to the Phase II Stormwater Ordinance (Appendix C of Lenoir’s Code of  
Ordinances) as submitted and as recommended by Planning Director Jenny Wheelock. 

CONDITIONAL ZONING ORDINANCE; 
SUMMERHILL SUBDIVISION: 

B. A public hearing was held to consider a Conditional Zoning Ordinance for the
Summerhill Subdivision as requested by Munroe and Becky Cobey, Cape Hatteras,
LLC, as submitted.

A copy of the ordinance and Staff Report is hereby incorporated into these minutes by
reference. (Refer to pages 98-115.)

Mayor Gibbons opened the public hearing to receive public comments regarding the
proposed Conditional Zoning Ordinance request.

Planning Director Jenny Wheelock reviewed a brief presentation of the Summerhill
Subdivision along with a map of the property regarding the conditional zoning request.

Director Wheelock reported the owners of Summerhill Subdivision requested a zoning
change from R-12 to Conditional Zoning in order to adopt special conditions for
development of the remaining lots and designate additional open space for the
management of stormwater run-off. The special conditions are included in the CZ-8
Ordinance.

As background information, Director Wheelock reported the subdivision is zoned as
R-12 and contains 69 lots, the majority of which remain vacant. She stated there are
now six completed homes and four additional homes under construction. There is also
an un-named intermittent stream, which runs east-west through the center of the
development, feeding a tributary to Lower Creek located on the western boundary.

Director Wheelock further explained that Section No. 8 in the ordinance states a Home  
Owners Association (HOA) must be established and maintained in perpetuity. The HOA 
must, at a minimum, be responsible for maintaining all commonly owned private  
improvements, including open space, stormwater conveyance systems, and  
neighborhood entrance signage.  

Following a brief discussion, Director Wheelock clarified the owners have requested 
that entrance signage be removed from the ordinance and she clarified they are not  
required to have them. She stated this will be a minor change to the ordinance. 

 Mrs. Becky Cobey, 303 Lone Pine Road, Chapel Hill, NC, addressed City Council and 
stated they purchased the land in 2005-06 in order to build smaller homes for people  
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that wanted to downsize. A “spec” home was built in 2007 that did not sell until 2011. 
Mrs. Cobey stated they were unaware of the runoff and setback issues until they met  
recently with Director Wheelock to discuss the Phase II addition. Mrs. Cobey  
commended Director Wheelock for all of her hard work in addressing the stormwater  
issue for future development. 

      A resident of the neighborhood addressed Council and asked what is required to create  
an HOA. He stated residents were promised by the owners there would not be an HOA  

          when the lots were sold. However, he remarked that was not correct because the owners 
fought for control over the HOA. 

Mrs. Cobey stated she was unaware of what HOA may have been involved with since 
only one house was built in 2007. Mrs. Cobey said they never charged anyone a fee
and thought the HOA would go away. 

Director Wheelock clarified the HOA is required by the City of Lenoir and that Planning 
  Staff has to have a copy on file should there be any enforcement issues. In addition, she  
pointed out the City is regulated by state guidelines. 

      Following a brief discussion and upon a motion by Councilmember Perkins, City Council 
voted 5 to 0 to approve the Conditional Zoning Ordinance as presented by Staff, with the  
changes to special condition number 8 related to removing language about HOA  
maintenance of entrance signs as requested by the property owner.  

III. CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS

A. Minutes: Approval of the minutes of the City Council meeting of Tuesday,
April 5, 2022 as submitted.

B. Minutes: Approval of the minutes of the Budget Retreat held during the
Committee of the Whole meeting of Tuesday, March 22, 2022 as submitted.

C. Resolution; Water & Sewer Enterprise Fund CIP: Approval of a resolution to
adopt the updated Water and Sewer Fund Capital Improvements Project (CIP)
list as presented to City Council at the March 22, 2022 Budget Meeting in
order to meet the requirements of the Division of Water Infrastructure SRF
funding application. (A copy of the resolution and certification statement are
hereby incorporated into these minutes by reference. Refer to page 116-117.)

D. Proclamation; National Public Safety Telecommunicators Week: Approval of a
proclamation recognizing the week of April 11 through April 15 as “National
Public Safety Telecommunicators Week” in the City of Lenoir. (A copy of the
proclamation is hereby incorporated into these minutes by reference. Refer to
page 118.)

Upon a motion by Councilmember Perdue, Council voted 6 to 0 to approve
the above listed items on the Consent Agenda as presented and as
recommended by City Manager Hildebran.

IV. REQUESTS AND PETITIONS OF CITIZENS

V. REPORTS OF BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS

VI. REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE CITY MANAGER
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A. Items of Information 
 

PLANNING BOARD:           1. A training and orientation session for the Board of Adjustment members is scheduled  
                                                     for Monday, April 25 beginning at 4:30 p.m. and the Board of Adjustment/Planning  
                                                     Board meeting will follow at 5:30 p.m. at the City/County Chambers.  
 
PARKS & RECREATION 
ADVISORY BOARD:          2. The Parks and Recreation Advisory Board will meet on Monday, April 25 at 6:00 p.m.  
                                                      at Mulberry Recreation Center.  
 
NCLM CITY VISION 
CONFERENCE:                   3. The North Carolina League of Municipalities (NCLM) City Vision Conference will be  
                                                     held on Tuesday, April 26 through Thursday, April 28 in Wilmington.  
 
MEETING CANCELLATION; 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE: 
                                               4. The Committee of the Whole meeting for Tuesday, April 26 was cancelled due to the  
                                                    NCLM City Vision Conference.  
 
EMPLOYEE LITTER 
SWEEP:                               5. The City of Lenoir’s Employee Litter Sweep is scheduled for Wednesday, April 20 A  
                                                   group of City volunteers will be collecting litter in the downtown area and along  
                                                   different City routes.  
          

A. Items for Council Action  
 
                                           VII.  REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE CITY ATTORNEY 
 
                                         VIII.  REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE MAYOR 
 
RE-APPOINTMENT; FOOTHILLS  
REGIONAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY:    

B.  Mayor Gibbons recommended Charles Thomas be re-appointed to serve a two- 
      year term on the Foothills Regional Airport Authority, which will expire June 30,  
      2024. This re-appointment was announced at the April 5 meeting. 
 
      Upon a motion by Councilmember Prestwood, City Council voted 6 to 0 to re- 
      appoint Charles Thomas to serve a two-year term on the Foothills Regional Airport  
      Authority, which will expire June 30, 2024 as recommended by Mayor Gibbons. 
 
      In addition, Mayor Gibbons stated he is continuing to work with Staff regarding  
      approving all board appointment recommendations annually with all terms to begin  
      July 1 through June 30 each year.  

 
                                     IX.  REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF COUNCILMEMBERS   
               
                                      X.  ADJOURNMENT 
 
                                            A. There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:42 p.m. 
                                            _____________________________                   ___________________________ 
                                              Shirley M. Cannon, City Clerk                                Joseph L. Gibbons, Mayor 
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