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PRESENT: 

LENOIR CITY COUNCIL 

TUESDAY, MAY 4, 2021 

6:00 P.M. 

Mayor Joe Gibbons presiding. Councilmembers present were Jonathan Beal, Todd 
Perdue, Ike Perkins, Ralph Prestwood and Ben Willis. City Attorney T. J. Rohr, City 
Manager Scott Hildebran, Communications Director Joshua Harris, Public Utilities 
Director Jared Wright, Fire Chief Ken Hair and Police Captain Andy Wilson were also 
in attendance at the meeting. Kara Fohner, News Topic also attended the meeting. 

VIA TELECONFERENCE: 

Participating via teleconference was Mayor Pro-Tern Crissy Thomas and City Clerk 
Shirley Cannon. 

Department Directors participating via teleconference were Finance Director Donna 
Bean, Recreation Director Kenny Story, Planning Director Jenny Wheelock, 
Economic Development Director Kaylynn Hom, and Public Utilities Director 
Radford Thomas, 

I. CALL TO ORDER

A The meeting was opened by a moment of silence followed by the Pledge of
Allegiance as led by Mayor Gibbons. 

CONGRATULATIONS; 

JOSHUA HARRIS: B. On behalf of City Council, Mayor Gibbons extended congratulations to Joshua 
Harris, Public Information Officer, upon being elected 2021-22 President of 
NC3C (NC City & County Communications.) 

CONGRATULATIONS; MAYOR 

GIBBONS: C. Councilman Ben Willis and City Council members congratulated Mayor Joe

CONGRATULATIONS; 

Gibbons upon being elected as Vice-President of the North Carolina Mayor's 
Association. 

BEN WILLIS: D. On behalf of City Council, Mayor Gibbons commended Councilman Ben
Willis upon serving two (2-year terms) on the North Carolina League of
Municipalities' Board of Directors.

CONDOLENCES; WATAUGA COUNTY 

SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT: 

E. On behalf of City Council, Mayor Gibbons extended sympathy and
condolences to Watauga County Sheriff Len Hagaman and the Sheriffs
Department upon the recent loss of Sergeant Chris Ward and K-9 Deputy
Logan Fox during the terrible tragedy that occurred there on Wednesday, April
28. A memorial service was held on Thursday, May 6 at Appalachian State
University in Boone. Mayor Gibbons asked everyone to continue to keep
Sheriff Len Hagaman, Staff and the families of Sergeant Ward and Deputy
Fox in their thoughts and prayers during this difficult
time.
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SPECIAL RECOGNITION; NATIONAL 

PUBLIC WORKS WEEK: 

F. On behalf of City Council, Mayor Gibbons presented a proclamation to Jared
Wright, Public Works Director, proclaiming the week of May 16 through
May 22 as "National Public Works Week" throughout the City ofLenoir.

Mayor Gibbons commended Director Wright and Public Works Staff for all
their hard work and talent along with everything they accomplish for the City
of Lenoir and its citizens.

Director Wright stated the theme for this year's National Public Works
Week is "Stronger Together" and pointed out the Department's first priority is
team work. He thanked City Council for the recognition and all of their
support in honor of this important occasion.

SPECIAL RECOGNITION; MOTORCYCLE SAFETY 

AND AWARENESS MONTH: 

G. On behalf of City Council, Mayor Gibbons presented a proclamation to Andy
Wilson, Captain, Police Department, proclaiming the month of May as
"Motorcycle Safety and Awareness Month" throughout the City ofLenoir.

Captain Wilson thanked City Council for their support and encouraged all
motorists to obey the speed limit and look twice at intersections before
crossing due to the increased number of motorcycles on the highway.

SPECIAL RECOGNITION; "PEACE OFFICERS' 

MEMORIAL WEEK: 

H. On behalf of City Council, Mayor Gibbons presented a proclamation to Andy
Wilson, Captain, Lenoir Police Department, proclaiming the week of May 9 - 15
as "Peace Officers' Memorial Week" throughout the City of Lenoir. Wednesday,
May 15 will be observed as "Peace Officers' MemorialDay."

Mayor Gibbons commended Captain Wilson and Police Department Staff for
everything they do daily for the City and its citizens and also for what they
represent to the community. He further shared a request via social media for a
moment of silence and a virtual candle will be posted on Wednesday, May 12,
2021 in lieu of any formalized gathering.

Captain Wilson expressed appreciation to City Council for their continued
support and he also asked for prayer for the two families who lost their loved
ones in the line of duty last week.

SPECIAL RECOGNITION; CELEBRATE DRINKING 

WATER WEEK: I. On behalf of City Council, Mayor Gibbons read a proclamation proclaiming the
week of May 2 through May 8 as "Celebrate Drinking Water Week" 
throughout the City of Lenoir. 

Mayor Gibbons expressed appreciation to Director Thomas and Staff for all 
they do in maintaining the safety of the City's drinking water. 
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Public Utilities Director Radford Thomas participated in the meeting via 
Zoom. He thanked City Council and City Manager Hildebran for providing the 
Department with the resources it needs to provide clean, safe, drinking water 
for the community. Director Thomas also stated it was vitally important to 
return clean water to the environment as it has an economic benefit plus 
provides a health benefit for everyone. He also asked everyone to be aware of 
what kind of materials they pour out on the ground as they have an impact on 
water quality. 

In addition, Director Thomas commended his Staff for being excellent at what 
they do. 

SPECIAL RECOGNITION; INTERNATIONAL 

FIREFIGHTERS' DAY: 

J. On behalf of City Council, Mayor Gibbons presented a proclamation to
Fire Chief Ken Hair proclaiming "Tuesday, May 4 as "International
Firefighters' Day throughout the City of Lenoir. He expressed appreciation
to Chief Hair for all their service to the City and its citizens.

Chief Hair also expressed appreciation to City Council for their support and 
explained the background of how "International Firefighters' Day began in 
1998 to honor deceased firefighters. International Firefighters' Day is observed 
annually on May 4 and was instituted after the deaths of five firefighters in 
tragic circumstances in a bushfire in Australia, which happened on December 
2, 1998. The Firefighters' Association chose the date of May 4 to observe this 
annual event in order to remember all the men and women who have died in the 
line of duty. 

Chief Hair further stated the Lenoir Fire Department emphasizes training and 
fire prevention and stated he was proud of all the men and women who have 
served and those who currently serve. 

II. MATTERS SCHEDULED FOR PUBLICHEARINGS

III. CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS

A Upon a recommendation by City Manager Hildebran, the following 
Consent Agenda items were submitted for approval. 

1. Minutes: Approval of the minutes of the City Council meeting of
Tuesday, April 19, 2021 as submitted.

2. Minutes: Approval of the minutes of the Committee of the Whole
meeting of Tuesday, April 27, 2021 as submitted.

3. Parking Lot Extension; city of Lenoir and Tye Investments: Approval of
an extension of the Lease Agreement between the City of Lenoir and Tye
Investments, LLC, for property located between South Main Street and
Mulberry Street which is owned by Tye Investments, LLC. The lease will
become effective June 1, 2021 and will renew as a yearly lease unless
either party terminates it on or before March 31 of each year. (A copy of
the lease agreement is hereby incorporated into these minutes by
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reference. Refer to pages 162-164.) 
4. Proclamation; National Public Works Week: Approval of a proclamation

proclaiming the week of May 16- 22 as "National Public Works Week"
throughout the City of Lenoir. (A copy of the proclamation is hereby
incorporated into these minutes by reference. Refer to page 165.)

5. Proclamation; Peace Officers' Memorial Week: Approval of a proclamation
proclaiming the week of May 9 - 15 as "Peace Officers' Memorial Week"
throughout the City of Lenoir. Also, Wednesday, May 15 will be observed as
"Peace Officers' Memorial Day." A copy of the proclamation is hereby
incorporated into these minutes by reference. Refer to page 166.)

6. Proclamation; Motorcycle Safety & Awareness Month: Approval of a
proclamation proclaiming the month of May as "Motorcycle Safety and
Awareness Month" throughout the City of Lenoir. (A copy of the proclamation is
hereby incorporated into these minutes by reference. Refer to page 167.)

7. Proclamation; Celebrate Drinking Water Week: Approval of a proclamation
proclaiming the week of May 2- 8, 2021 as "Celebrate Drinking Water Week"
throughout the City of Lenoir. (A copy of the proclamation is hereby
incorporated into these minutes by reference. Refer to page 168.)
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Upon a motion by Councilmember Stevens, Council voted 7 to O to approve the
above list of items on the Consent Agenda as presented and as recommended by City
Manager Hildebran.

IV. REQUESTS AND PETITIONS OF CITIZENS

V. REPORTS OF BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS

VI. REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE CITYMANAGER

A. Items oflnformation

NATIONAL DAY OF 

PRAYER: 1. A ceremony will be held on Thursday, May 6 at noon on the downtown square to
celebrate the National Day of Prayer. 

CITY /COUNTY SERVICES 

COMMITTEE: 2. The City/County Services Committee will meet on Monday, May 10 at noon at 
Caldwell Community College and Technical Institute (CCC&TI.) 

EDC: 3. The Caldwell County Economic Development Commission will conduct a virtual meeting on

Tuesday, May 11 at 8:00 a.m.

ABC BOARD: 4. The ABC Board will conduct a virtual meeting on Thursday, May 13 at 2:00 p.m. 

LENOIR BUSINESS ADVISORY 

BOARD: 5. The Lenoir Business Advisory Board will conduct a virtual meetingon Thursday,
May 13 at 6:00 p.m. 

B. ITEMS FOR COUNCIL ACTION
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VII. REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE CITY ATTORNEY

VIlI. REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THEMAYOR 

IX. REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF COUNCILMEMBERS

X. ADJOURNMENT

1. There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:35 p.m.

Shirley M. Cannon, City Clerk Joseph L. Gibbons, Mayor 
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crrv II.IANA6SI 

SCOTT E. HILDEBRAN CITY OF LENOIR 

NORTH CAROLINA 

MAYOR 

JOS£PH L. GIBBONS 

PROCLAMATION 

IN HONOR OF 

INTERNATIONAL FIREFIGHTERS' DAY 

crrv COUNCll 

J. T. BEAL 

T.H.PERDUE 

J. I. PERKINS 

R. S. PRESTWOOD 

D. F. STEVENS 

C.D.THOMAS 

B. K. WILLIS 

WHEREAS, International Firefighters' Day is observed each year on May 4th to honor and 
remember past firefighters who have lost their lives while serving their communities, to express 
gratitude to those that have served in this line of work and to show support and appreciation for 
those who presently serve; and 

WHEREAS, Regardless of the language a firefighter speaks, or the country in which he or she 
works and resides, all firefighters fight against the same enemy - fire; and 

WHEREAS, Firefighters follow a long line of tradition and honor that inspires them to help 
colleagues, neighbors and strangers alike; and 

WHEREAS, The demands of firefighting are accompanied by both personal and physical tolls 
that all firefighters knowingly accept while risking their lives to protect the lives of others. 

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved that by the virtue of the authority vested in me as Mayor of 
the City of Lenoir, North Carolina, and on behalf of the Lenoir City Council, I do hereby proclaim 
Tuesday, May 4th, 2021, as "International Firefighters' Day" throughout the City of Lenoir and 
encourage all citizens to show support and appreciation to our City, County, and State firefighters 
who protect our lives and property so diligently throughout the year and by remembering past 
firefighters who dedicated their lives to preserve our safety. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the City of Lenoir 
to be affixed this the 4th day of May, 2021. 

SEAL 

ATTEST: 

��m.� 
shirleyMt2annon, City Clerk 

Lenoir 

� 

,,111' 
2008 

POST OFFICE BOX 958 • LENOIR, NORTH CAROLINA 28645·0958 • (828) 757·2200 

Lenoir 

mr 
2008 
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