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pursuant to N.C.G.S. Chapter 160A, Article 19 as recommended by the Lenoir 
Historic Preservation Commission and City Staff. 

A copy of the historic landmark ordinance is hereby incorporated into these 

minutes by reference. (Refer to page 404-408). 

Mayor Gibbons opened the public hearing to receive public comments 
regarding the proposed ordinance. 

As referenced in the ordinance, the property meets all qualifying elements of a 
historic landmark, particularly, that it is of special significance in terms of its 
historical, prehistorical, architectural, and/or cultural importance, and possesses 
integrity of design, setting, workmanship, materials, feeling, and/or association. 
Additional information shared in the ordinance states the mill played a critical 
role in the local industrial economy through the first half of the twentieth 
century and is architecturally significant. 

Dottie Darsie, resident, spoke in favor of all three of the proposed historic 
landmark designations on the agenda by stating she feels these buildings are in 
good condition and the designations will have a positive impact on Lenoir. She 
compared Lenoir's projects to similar ones in the City of Baltimore and pointed 
out how young professionals prefer to live in these types of renovated facilities. 

Karen Bolick, Greasy Creek Road, stated she teaches pottery at the former 
Lenoir High School facility which is already designated as an historic building. 
Ms. Bolick referred to the guidelines that have to be adhered to regarding 
making improvements to historic sites and suggested that Council make sure 
this action is the right thing to do at this time. 

Irv Eurto, resident, inquired if the City was going to renovate these buildings as 
historic sites and possible rent them out to tenants. Also, Mr. Eurto asked if 
there was going to be any cost to the taxpayers for these projects. 

Planning Director Jenny Wheelock clarified the former Lenoir High School 
property was different from these recommendations because it was declared as 
historic by the State Historic Preservation Office and these landmark 
designations are being requested locally by the Lenoir Planning Board acting in 
their capacity as the Lenoir Historic Preservation Commission 

A local landmark designation allows for a fifty percent (50%) property tax 
deferral, offering a benefit to property owners. In exchange, the local landmark 
status ensures continued preservation and protection of the building by requiring 
that all changes receive approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA). 
COA's are quasi-judicial permits that are reviewed by the Planning Staff and 
approved by the Lenoir Planning Board acting in their capacity as the Lenoir 
Historic Preservation Committee (HPC). Local landmark status also allows the 
City to enforce against "of the property taxes for the City and County are 
deferred as long as the building remains classified as historic. In addition, 
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Director Wheelock stated approval of this designation adds accuracy as to what 
regulations are allowed. She further pointed out that Staff has done extensive 
work regarding these projects and noted all of this information is available 
online at www.cityoflenoir.com. 

In addition, Director Wheelock stated these recommendations are not linked to 
any proposal by the City, but the current owners may have plans for some 
renovations to these properties. 

Mayor Gibbons pointed out that all of the information shared about the 
guidelines for these type of projects apply to all three properties being presented 
for consideration by City Council. 

On behalf of City Council, Mayor Pro-Tern Willis commended Director 
Wheelock and Planning Staff for submitting such a detailed and informative 
agenda packet and referred to the extensive amount of time Staff spent in 
preparing the background information included in each Staff Report about these 
landmark properties. 

Mr. Yorke Lawson, applicant, 4300 Sharon Road, Charlotte, NC, informed 
Council the guidelines applying for the tax credit program are strict and 
consistent. He referred to his business partner, Tom Niemann, and remarked the 
City is lucky to have such great Staff and pointed out this is a three year project. 
Mr. Lawson said this is a great opportunity to create campus apartments along 
with some community shops or small businesses. He thanked City Council for 
their support and shared his goal has always been to develop an historic mill. 

In addition, Director Wheelock clarified, if the property owner doesn't comply 
with the historic guidelines, the tax benefit ends. She further explained that it 
depends on the merit of the buildings and whether the owner has plans for 
renovations. 

Director Wheelock suggested Council approve the request if they feel these 
buildings have merit and this is a worthy project. 

There being no further public participation, Mayor Gibbons closed the public 
hearing and asked Council for action. 

Upon a motion by Councilmember Stevens, Council voted 5 to O to approve the 
Ordinance designating the "Lenoir Cotton Mill-Blue Bell, Inc. Plant" as a 
Lenoir Historic Landmark as recommended by the Lenoir Historic Preservation 
Commission and City Staff. 

IDSTORIC LANDMARK 

ORDINANCE; 1201 STEELE STREET:

D. A public hearing was held to consider approval of an Ordinance designating the
"J.M. Bernhardt Planing Mill and Box Factory-Steel Cotton Mill-Hayes Cotton
Mill", NCPIN#274965084 and located at 1201 Steele Street in Lenoir, North
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