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LENOIR CITY COUNCIL 
TUESDAY, MAY 1, 2018 

6:00 P.M. 

PRESENT: Mayor Gibbons presiding. Councilmembers present were Beal, Perdue, 
Rohr, Stevens, Thomas and Willis. Also in attendance were City 
Manager Hildebran, City Attorney Blair and Planning Administrative 
Assistant Sigmon.  

ABSENT: Councilmember Perkins. 

I. CALL TO ORDER

A. The meeting was opened by a moment of silence followed by the Pledge of
Allegiance led by Mayor Gibbons.

UPDATE; CITY 
STAFF:      B. On behalf of City Council, Mayor Gibbons asked everyone to keep Councilman 

Ike Perkins in their thoughts and prayers as he recovers from knee surgery. 

C. On behalf of City Council, Mayor Gibbons asked everyone to keep Rex
Cannon, spouse of City Clerk Shirley Cannon, in their prayers as he continues
to recover from surgery.

D. On behalf of City Council, Mayor Gibbons asked everyone to keep the family
of Clyde “Pop” Ferguson, in their prayers as Mr. Ferguson passed away on
Monday, April 30.

COMMENDED; CITY 
STAFF:      E. On behalf of City Council, Mayor Gibbons thanked City Staff for all their help 

and hard work at the 8th Annual Google Gravity Games. The games were a  
great success and the addition of the Feet off the Street event was a huge hit. 

Mayor Gibbons stated over 60 teams participated in the race this year and he 
gave special thanks to Google for all their community support. 

   City Manager Hildebran also commented Staff does an excellent job and 
provides great service beyond measure. 

SPECIAL RECOGNITION; 
PUBLIC UTILITIES: 

F. On behalf of City Council, Mayor Gibbons presented a proclamation to
Radford Thomas, Public Utilities Director, proclaiming the week of May 6 –
12 as “Celebrate Drinking Water Week” throughout the City of Lenoir and
Caldwell County.

Director Thomas thanked the Staff at the Water Treatment Plant, Wastewater
Treatment Plant, Water Distribution and Collection along with all of the meter
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readers for all their hard work. He also thanked City Council for the 
recognition.  

SPECIAL RECOGNITION; 
PUBLIC WORKS: 

G. On behalf of City Council, Mayor Gibbons presented a proclamation to Jared
Wright, Public Works Director, proclaiming the week of May 20-26 as
“National Public Works Week” throughout the City of Lenoir and Caldwell
County.

Director Wright invited all the Division Superintendents to join him at the
podium and thanked City Council for recognizing National Public Works
Week and honoring Staff for what they do.

Director Wright shared a story from the Gravity Games that exemplified
teamwork. He stated that, at the end of the event, Public Works employees
were working hard and fast to get the streets cleaned up so they could re-open.
One of the Sanitation works finished his trash detail and stopped to help get
the 700 bales of straw up from the street. Director Wright thanked him and told
him he didn’t have to do it, but the worker responded we are a team and this is
what we do.

SPECIAL RECOGNITION; 
POLICE DEPARTMENT: 

H. On behalf of City Council, Mayor Gibbons presented a proclamation to Scott
Brown, Chief of Police, proclaiming the week of May 13-19 as “Peace
Officers’ Memorial Week” throughout the City of Lenoir and Caldwell
County.

Chief Brown stated it was an honor to accept the proclamation on behalf of the
Department.

SPECIAL RECOGNITION; 
MOTORCYCLE SAFETY & AWARENESS MONTH: 

On behalf of City Council, Mayor Gibbons presented a proclamation to Scott 
Brown, Chief of Police, proclaiming the month of May as “Motorcycle Safety 
and Awareness Month” throughout the City of Lenoir and Caldwell County.  

Police Chief Brown thanked City Council and encouraged motorists to always 
look twice in order to prevent motorcycle accidents.  

II. MATTERS SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARINGS

AMENDMENT; LENOIR CITY CODE, APPENDIX X, 
ARTICLE IV, MANUFACTURED HOMES:  

A. A public hearing was held to consider an amendment to the Lenoir City Code,
Appendix X, Article IV, Manufactured Homes, as related to Manufactured
Home Regulations and as submitted. The Planning Board and Planning Staff
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recommend approval of the proposed Ordinance. 

A copy of the Ordinance is hereby incorporated into these minutes by 
reference. (Refer to pages 114-119). 

Mayor Gibbons opened the public hearing to receive public comments 
regarding the proposed amendment.  

Planning Director Jenny Wheelock presented an overview of the proposed  
changes to the ordinance. She explained the existing ordinance has design  
standards for manufactured homes that create challenges in permitting  

      manufactured homes. This ordinance would only apply to zoning districts  
where manufactured homes are already allowed. The Planning Board spent a lot 
of time studying the issue, touring the largest manufactured home dealer,  
Clayton Homes, to learn about the nuances of various manufactured homes  
available. The four things this proposal would change are: 

1. Eliminate the minimum size requirement for manufactured homes.
There are lots available that are zoned for manufactured homes, but
because of this restriction permits have been denied because of
encroachments into required setbacks.

2. Currently, the ordinance requires the long end to be parallel to the
street. Request change to allow flexibility to orient manufactured
homes so that the front door faces the street, regardless of where
the front door is located.

3. The current code requires that all new manufactured homes have a
75 sq. ft. deck or porch, but does not require that the deck or porch
be located at the front of the home.

4. A prohibition on manufactured homes was included within the North
Main zoning district overlay, because at the time it was adopted
local government in NC were still allowed to adopt and enforce
design standards on one and two family dwellings. Because the
state took away the ability to enforce design standards contained in
the plan and better integrate into existing developed areas, Staff is
recommending the prohibition in the overlay district be removed.

Director Wheelock stated this proposal gives Planning Staff another tool in
their community development toolbox. She also clarified that the federal
government adopted standards for manufactured homes in 1976.

Director Wheelock further noted around three to four people have inquired
about manufactured homes over the past two years and two other individuals
applied for a variance to the Board of Adjustments.  In addition, she
reported she could not find any credible information that proved these types
of homes depreciate quickly.

Mayor Pro-Tem Willis mentioned there is a negative stereotype associated
with manufactured homes, but pointed out technology has helped improve
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this image.  He also inquired about the number of lots available for these 
types of homes.  

Director Wheelock replied she did not know the exact number of lots, but 
referred to the submitted map that showed the areas where manufactured 
homes were allowed.  She also clarified applicants must apply for a zoning 

   permit plus meet the required setbacks and further have the Caldwell County 
Building Inspections Department inspect the foundation of the home.  

    Director Wheelock commended the Planning Board members for all their  
hard work regarding the proposed amendments and stated individuals could 
contact the Planning Department with any questions they may have.    

There being no further public participation, Mayor Gibbons closed the public 
hearing and asked Council for action. 

Motion 
Mayor Pro-Tem Willis stated he had reservations about the proposal, but 
with the need for affordable housing along with the research the Planning 
Board members have done, he moved to approve the amendments to the 
Lenoir City Code as related to manufactured homes and as presented. This 
motion carried unanimously.  

III. CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS

A. Upon a recommendation by City Manager Hildebran, the following
Consent Agenda items were submitted for approval:

1. Minutes; Approval of the minutes of the Committee of the Whole Meeting
Budget Work Session on Tuesday, March 27, 2018 as submitted.

2. Minutes: Approval of the minutes of the City Council Meeting of Tuesday,
April 3, 2018 as submitted.

3. Minutes: Approval of the closed session minutes of the City Council Meeting
of Tuesday, April 3, 2018 as submitted.

4. Minutes: Approval of the minutes of the City Council Meeting of Tuesday,
April 17, 2018 as submitted.

5. Proclamation; Celebrate Drinking Water Week: Approval of a proclamation
proclaiming the week of May 6 – 12 as “Celebrate Drinking Water Week”
throughout the City of Lenoir and Caldwell County. A copy of the
proclamation is hereby incorporated into these minutes by reference. (Refer to
page 120).

6. Proclamation; National Public Works Week: Approval of a proclamation
proclaiming the week of May 20-26 as “National Public Works Week”
throughout the City of Lenoir and Caldwell County. A copy of the
proclamation is hereby incorporated into these minutes by reference. (Refer to
page 121).

7. Proclamation; Peace Officers’ Memorial Week: Approval of a proclamation
proclaiming the week of May 13-19 as “Peace Officers’ Memorial Week”
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  throughout the City of Lenoir and Caldwell County. A copy of the  
   proclamation is hereby incorporated into these minutes by reference. (Refer to 

page 122). 
8. Proclamation; Motorcycle Safety and Awareness Month: Approval of a

proclamation proclaiming the month of May as “Motorcycle Safety and
Awareness Month” throughout the City of Lenoir and Caldwell County. A
copy of the proclamation is hereby incorporated into these minutes by
reference. (Refer to page 123).

Upon a motion by Councilmember Stevens, Council voted 6 to 0 to approve
the above listed items on the Consent Agenda as submitted by City Manager
Hildebran.

IV. REQUESTS AND PETITIONS OF CITIZENS

V. REPORTS OF BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS

VI. REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE CITY MANAGER

A. Items of Information

FOOTHILLS REGIONAL AIRPORT 
AUTHORITY:      1. The Foothills Regional Airport Authority will meet on Wednesday, May 2 at 

noon. 

MAYOR’S PRAYER 
BREAKFAST:     2. The annual Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast in conjunction with the National Day of 

Prayer, is scheduled for Thursday, May 3 at 8:00 a.m. at First Baptist Church 
located at 304 Main Street in downtown Lenoir. Mr. John Cooper, owner of Mast 
General Store, is the guest speaker. Tickets are $10.00 and available at City Hall.  

ANNUAL SENIOR 
GAMES:              3. The annual Senior Games are scheduled for Friday, May 4 at the Aquatic and

Fitness Center.

CRUISE-IN:        4. A Cruise-In is scheduled for Saturday, May 5 at 4:00 p.m. in downtown Lenoir.

CALDWELL IS 
HIRING:              5. The 2018 annual Caldwell is Hiring Event is scheduled for Monday, May 7

beginning at 9:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. at the J.E. Broyhill Civic Center. Fifty
employers are registered with over 2,000 jobs are available for interested
candidates. The City of Lenoir will be participating in this event.

PRESENTATION; STATE HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION OFFICE (SHPO): 

6. A presentation by Annie McDonald, (SHPO), is scheduled for Monday, May 7 at
5:30 p.m. in the Multi-Purpose Room at First Baptist Church to receive
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information regarding the comprehensive architectural survey conducted recently 
by the agency.  

CALDWELL COUNTY ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION: 

7. The Caldwell County Economic Development Commission will meet on Tuesday,
May 8 at 8:00 a.m.

LENOIR BUSINESS ADVISORY 
BOARD:              8. The Lenoir Business Advisory Board will meet on Thursday, May 10 at 6:00 p.m.

at City Hall, Third Floor, former Council Chambers. 

ROTARY CYCLE TO 
SERVE:              9. The Rotary Cycle to Serve event will be held on Saturday, May 12 beginning at

8:30 a.m. in downtown Lenoir. 

CITY/COUNTY SERVICES 
COMMITTEE: 10. The City/County Services Committee will meet on Monday, May 14 at 11:45 a.m. 

PEACE OFFICERS’ MEMORIAL 
DAY:                  11. Peace Officers’ Memorial Day will be observed on Tuesday, May 15. Also, an

Officer Down Memorial Service is scheduled at 7:00 p.m. at First Baptist Church 
located at 304 Main Street.  

BUDGET WORK 
SESSION:         12. A Budget Work Session is scheduled for Thursday, May 17 at 6:00 p.m. at City

Hall, Third Floor, former Council Chambers.

B. ITEMS FOR COUNCIL ACTION

VII. REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE CITY ATTORNEY

VIII. REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE MAYOR

RE-APPOINTMENT; FOOTHILLS 
REGIONAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY: 

A. Mayor Gibbons recommended that Charles Thomas be re-appointed to serve a two-
year term on the Foothills Regional Airport Authority. This re-appointment was
announced at the April 17 City Council Meeting.

Upon a motion by Councilmember Perdue, Council voted 6 to 0 to re-appoint Charles
Thomas to serve a two-year term on the Foothills Regional Airport Authority as
recommended by Mayor Gibbons.

NOTIFICATION; NEW BOARD 
APPOINTMENTS: 

B. Mayor Gibbons recommended the following board appointments be considered for
approval at the May 15 City Council Meeting:

34



Minutes-City of Lenoir Council Meeting              
Tuesday, May 1, 2018           113     

Lenoir Business Advisory Board 
Jennifer Indicott 3-year term 

Parks & Recreation Advisory Board 
Darrell Lipford     2-year term    *Mr. Lipford will be replacing Lemuel Patterson who 

retired off of the Board. 

Planning Board 
Larry Smith        4-year term    *Mr. Smith will be replacing Mattie Patterson who

retired off of the Board. 

IX. REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF COUNCILMEMBERS

X. ADJOURNMENT

A. There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:26 p.m.

        ____________________________ _______________________________ 
          Shirley M. Cannon, City Clerk Joseph L. Gibbons, Mayor 
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